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Tape #780

Navajo

Informant #1

Northwest of Tuba City, Arizona
Interviewer - Martin D. Topper
Feb., 155 9994

Tape 19, Side 1

Alright this is tape.....does this tape sound like it is
going too slow or is the machine on, I don't know. Well
we will see,.. Okay this is tape 19, side 1l.... Okay, the
speed on this is one and seven eights,...we made a mistake
and started out a little faster.....

Q.

Alright, I am going to list the topics that we are

going to work on....and why don't we ask him just _
first of all the, kerocsene on the sheep, ask him why he does;
that,.,..? Just to start out with, just ask him,..

Navajo language......
That is so that he will heal UGS i

Do they always do that with sheep like that, when
they are attacked by dogs or things like that?

Navajo language........ Yes.

That is the end of that, huh? Ask him to describe
it......

Navajo language......
Not all the time but if the dogs chew on them.......

Navajo language......... It is not all the time
that it happens.

Ask him to give a little description of what he
did, okay? Yeah, just ask him to describe a little
bit....

Navajo language.......

Alright, what did he say?



He said just like when you put that kerosene on

it, he said that you won't get infection, that way

and they don't get a big sore or anything....it closes
off the blood vessels, right there, right then.....

it doesn't bleed anymore when it closes off the blood
vessels...and then.... he said after it does that, then
the meat, it doesn't dry up too, that part doesn't
fester because it is kept moist by the kerosene and
then,....that is all he said.

That is all he said.....? Did he give you the steps
in how he dcoes it?

No, when a dog or somebdoy comes and bites it like
that.... if a horse or any kind of an animal that
could happen to a dog toc he said.... he jumps over
something, a wire or a nail... something like that,
he says then he puts the, that on him he said....and
then or a horse that jumps over a fence or something
like that.... he told me a story about his younger
days.

So he would just pour it on the animal then?
Yeah.

You really don't have to use anything you just pour
L& ons i

Alright.....there are alot of other topics that we
can talk about....ask him about when he fixes his
wagon, he never talked about that, like the things
that could go wrong with the wagon you know.....

How you get the parts for it....

Yeah, how you would get the parts for it and ask him
first of all what kind of repairs that he would make
on his wagon when he had a wagon, okay...?

Navajo language....

Okay what did he say?

The part where it breaks the easiest, is the chain
VOu: ROOW: Jas va
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Yeah, which chain...

Any chain, the one that hooks up the wagon to the horse

and pulls...... the horses....all around here and they
wear out faster when you tug on it really fast.....
and the horse....this one way, how they break easy

and he says, another way is that it wears down and

it wears down too much, and you can't get a new chain
all the time and he says that he gets wires and wraps
them down all the time.....

He winds a piece of wire, like a string......
He wraps it around and around and around......it and
you ought to look at his old wagon there and the

chain is about that big and there is a wire, a great
blag old thing. ..«

He takes a piece of wire and just splices like a tape,
splices the chain with wire...

And the wire is kind of tied together.....put it
around...alot of times.....

So the first step would be to get some wire right?
Yeah.

So you have two choices, right and one would be to buy
a new one, right? But he rarely buys a new chain...
right? And the second choice is to splice the chain
TLaghE? .e. eus s Which goes on oh&, ycu get some
wire, what kind of wire is, coat hanger wire or.....?
Just wire....

Any kind of wire that you could find.

Baleing

And then what does he do?

He takes the harness itself......

What does he do.... He gets the wire and what does
he do, put it between the two links and then he wraps
fE-around, . .
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He wraps it around with it and...
Alright...
Navajo languag€........

Alright but he connects the two and then he wraps
it around, right?

Yeah, he said that the harness too, around the neck
part; the two of them that go up like that two sticks
likeo.-o

The lhorse collar....?

Yeah, it is part of the horse collar.....and goes up
like that and then there is suppose to be a leather
across the harness to hold it together.......

Does the stitch break or does the leather.....?

He usually gets the leather, or a good string, or a
wire, and ties it together.

Get leather, string or wir€......?
Yeah,

And then what does he do?

. & TR

Tie these two poles together...?
They are about 6" apart.

Yeah, but he makes the connection?
Yeah.

And he does it, how, by just wrapping...?
Yeah ., ..

okay....

That is about all he told me and then I asked him
aboues flat Edmas., . 50



Rleiahis .. .

He didn't tell me about the modern tires, but he told
me about the wagon wheels he used to use in the past.

Alright what does he do when the wagon wheels break
down?

When it is really hot and the sun gets really hot,
that the metal rim expands and it feels like it is
goino to fall off and he said that every time that it
expands like that, he puts it in fire, the main rim,
he puts it in fire....that is an old old wagon wheel
out there, I am going to show you.....

He puts the rim in fire and then what does he do then?
Then he makes it grow larger...and then he will get
some new wood you know and make it kind of large,

make it longer....all those .,.. cut them all the

same place, put them all like that....and then the
original place....

You mean new spokes...?

No, wooden spokes.... and then he will put the rim
back over it,

Does he make the wheel part too?

No.
Just the new spokes?

Yeah.....he makes new spokes, and after he makes the

new spoke he will have some pliers.....get pliers
and get that red hot thing....and he lifts that red
hot thing and flip it over the spckes....and makes

it nice and tight on it....and then he will 1lift it
up and then he will have a long like tank of water in
++..80rt of and he'll roll the wheel around in that
thineg /' 2%

He has the spokes on....right?

Yeah,

And then he soaks the whole wheel in water right? And
it makes it fit right?
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YGS...
Okay...what else did he say.....

Then you roll that thing in the fire and then
when that thing....

He rolls it in fire after he soaks it?

No that, he soaks it water and then it shrinks back
to it's normal size and then it is nice and tight

and then you have got a brand new wheel,.,.and you
start all over again....

Did he say anything else?

No.....those are the only problems with the wagon...
On the wagon...ockay...most of these things that I have
left...ask him about when the lambs come in, ask him
about building lamb pens okay...you know these little
pens for the lambs....ask him about those okay....?
Ask him how he builds it?

Yeah.,..

O 00 .« s8lright ..

Do you think that he would be angry?

Something like it....

Oh, he won't like it?

Shall I go ahead and ask him?

If he will gk BOGEY..cviis?

He won't get angry, but he will just kind of make fun
Q8 U ess

Okay, go ahead and ask us.... I want him to tell me
about something when the lambs come in..... cause
we haven't talked about building the pens at all,
we don't have anything on it on tape, you know.....
BEC. a8 Oim aboll 1kevecsnits

About when the lambs come in?



Yeah, tell him that I want to have it on tape, how he
builds the lamb pen and how he puts the lambs into
khe poll. .oy

Navajo languag@.....
Okay, go ahead, ask him how he builds the lamb pen.....

Navajo language...s.sss
I asked him how he builds it and instead he told me
what he buililids 3t forits..

So tell me why he builds it....go ahead....

First he said....that when they are born you know,
some of them, some of the sheep out there.,......

that are kind of skinny and getting old and they don't
want to have anything to do with their babies and they
have them, they don't like them...and they chase them
away....they bite them, kick at them and push them
away with their nose and things like that and they
won't let them eat off of them., Those ones you have
to catch, and they have to have a place for them and
so they put them in the pens, and they put them in

the pens and they will finally know what that is for
and finally they will start nursing their young, by
themselves, without having to be tied up in the pen
with the young so it could nurse off of their
mothers...and some of them they just never learn,...

Aand so they just tie them up huh?

And then...or if they are having trouble trying to get
to their young....or their young won't go to the mother
or the mother won't go to the young, then that way
too....then they have to put them in the pens too

so they will know to go. And then some of them they
don't, they never do nurse their young, and anyway

some of the mother and stuff like that and so

the lambs like that you pick them up yourself and have
to nurse them by yourself,,.and that is when the pet
sheep and the pet goats come in....

That is how Cindy came about, huh?

Yeah,...that is how we got some of our pet sheep
down there....and then he has got pretty soon....
yvou have to buy that stuff there, and then nurse it,
with the nursing chow or the bottle.
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You use the bottle or the Purina nursing chow.

You mix the nursing chow in a can and then you put
it in the bottle and then you let him drink out of the

bottle....or the ones that know how to drink out of
a can you can just put it out there and let him drink....
vessasess Navajo language...... What kind of a coat

did I have on yesterday?
Yesterday? You had your own coat on didn't you?

I had dad's on didn't I? I had dad's green jacket
ep didett I,

Yeah, you did, why? I thought you wore your other
coat...why, what did they ask you?

What coat I had on yesterday....and then that is
about ith‘l.‘.

Okay, ask him step by step how he builds the thing..

Navajo languag€......

He said you think about the corral, you don't, well
you could design it, he said that you just think about
it anyway that you want it, and do it....and then

you just think about it and anyway you want to do it
and if you want to make it easier, you buy some hinges
and make swinging door's and then that way you don't
have to carry the sheep over the fence then, and then
that way it is easier for him and grandma....any

size you want to make it, you don't want it too big
though, they the mother could get away from the
YOUNGT. s ss6 0

Alright,
Just enough room for them to get around.
Okay. LR J

It would be approximately one yard square,..or four
by two or something like that..... maybe four by two....

Ipocks like it around four feet this way...

Okay, so, okay, so he was telling you about it, he
bought the hinges...what would be next?
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and then he buys the board and then he measures it
and then he measures how long you make it and stuff
like that and he cuts the board...and he moves all
his tools down to the corral and if he needs an
extra corral, he makes it right there....and he, any
left over wood he fixes it on top and uses it as a
ronfi i

Ohv ol gy St
He can take the wood from the roof and use it....

So he cuts the boards...and then he sets up and builds
the corral right? He builds the pen and what does

he do first, does he set logs upright first and then
nails the boards to them?

Yeah.....he builds the fence and then he could make
something like a big old long, something like a hall,
all different types...of pens and he could make a big
old long hall way like that..... and then this, set
doors and just set them in there like that........
And you could do it that way too, a fence running in-
side of the corral.

He always builds it on the inside of the corral
right?

Yeah,.

So he just uses the long hall and just builds the
fence along side of the fence, just block it off and
then guskt. ...

Yeah.

Ookay....alright is that about it, he nails the boards
to it and three, extras are used for the top......

Yeah, and I guess, and then he said if you don't
have, if you are not set up like that, you can just
put up the wood anytime, just kind of a frame, a pen
for it and you don't have to be accurate. He put

up the hall to make it alot easier...and then he said
that another way of doing that, he said to dig pits
and put them in there.

So that the sheep can't get out....?
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Yeah.
That is interesting....okay is that it?
Yeah,
Alright....now we have almost gone an hour....most

of the other stuff that we are talking about is
women's work.......and maybe we can ask grandpa a
little bit you know now that grandma is here about
dying wool, do you think that would be pretty good...?

Shall I ask grandma if she wants to talk?

Yeah....well don't ask them....ask them if they will
both tell us, do you know what I mean, handle it as
best as you can....

You know that when grandma gets to talk, grandpa
always butts in there...so we already know that if

we ask grandma to talk that both of them will talk....
Well ask them about dyeing the wool.....?

Grandma....first?

Well just tell them that we want to talk about dyeing
the wool....and then grandma will, might wvolunteer.....

Navajo language....

What did she say?

Navajo language...

What did she say?

Well she said that grandpa knows about it.....so I
dust told her to say... I just told her to tell the
tape that! She said grandpa knows it and he can tell
us himself...grandma's voice isn't very good.

Well yeah, it didn't come in very good at ali.......
alright, the mike would have to be close to her
because she speaks so quiet....well go ahead...you

tell grandpa go ahead and tell us about dyeing the
Wool...ous

Navajo languag€.......
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You can understand though?

Yeah, I can understand it.

Is it clear?

Yeah, remember like that last time....?

Is it clear?

Yeah, remember like that last time.....?

Is it slow?

No.....yeah, I can understand it but if you would
put new ones on it would probably sound different

like last time you couldn't understand it...

Okay, we will put the new batteries in,..

Okay, let me put this stuff away....in the box...
now, you can tell me what he said about dyeing the
wool, what did he say?

Well he said that dyeing the wool, there is all different
ways of doing it and the most important color is

black, gray, white and at least orange....you should

have at least four colors, at least that is the most
common colors that they use....

Most common are,...black.,..

Black, gray, white and white you just really have

to wash it good.....and then white and then the orange
like....it is not exactly orange...but it is brownish
yellowish...or yellowish brown.....

Or somewhere in between thewxe.....

It is between yellow and brown...

Okay...

Those are the common colors in the rugs. He said

that you could buy the dye he said and then after

you buy the dye then you are going to have to put
them in hot water,...
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Where do you buy the dye? What would be the reason
for wanting to buy the dye, did he say?

Easier.

Easier...oh...would he buy it more when he had extra
money, would he buy it more if he had extra money,
huh?

I don't know, he would probably buy it just to use..
No, I meam .. . .
Buy more dye?

No, I mean would he buy more often if had extra
money or if he didn't have extra money or would he
prefer to use hos own.,..

He could use two of them, he said that if you use
store boughten, it lowers the price a little than

if you use your own dye, your own technique....store
boughten dye fades away easier.... he said that after
you got it all dried out and you are going to use it
and then you get some water on your rug...then he said
that that dye will spread out and if you have black
and white together, the black dye will get on to the
white and ruin the rug and then he said that if you
use these plants out here, this home made dye, which
is alot better, he said that it won't ruin, it will
keep it's color...

Okay, so let's talk about using store boughten dye...
so the first step would be to buy the dye and then the
second step would be to boil a pot of water....

When he buys it he usually puts the water on in a
five gallon can, he puts it in a can there....

That is a fifteen gallon can.......no that is a 10 gal-
100 call,. . yeall i ..

Anyway one of those...and then he puts it on to

boil and then he puts the wool in there, the spun
wocl from, some of them don't use spun wool.....some
of them just take the wool and dye it and then after
that they card it and spin it.
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But grandpa...

But grandma takes the spun wool and she would dye it
and then the, probably be boiling that thing for about
<. ssswith the dye...they sterillze it....

You don't have to stexilize 1t....

Sterilize the wool..,..

The yarn and dye are boiled together?

The yarn?

The what...... the spun wool,...?

The yarn and spun wool, that is what I thought
you said....

I said the yarn and dye are boiled together.

You have to boil it for at least....a couple of
hours.... a good couple of hours..... and some of
these, you have to get all sorts of plants......
They w1ll try different plants.

When he and I go look at some plants it is going to
be amazing isn't it?

He said some of these..... it looks like yams,..it is
orange...it is a cross between a carrot and a yam...
it looks like it and right here, some of them are
around here, some of them are around .... iitsiizh...

not but over by Flag.... run through
the mountains....

What do they call Flag? (Kintahni)

by the mountains...
Navajo language........ means beggar's mountain.

And they call Flag that? They call San Francisco Peak
hastooii choo.

No.
Well what is it?

Sacred Mountain.
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Q.
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Well what is it?

Sacred Mountain,

Well what 1s thatseis?

Sacred Mountain trading postess.

I don't even know where that is«..«.Which one is
that, Gray?

No, it is right after you come out of the mountains
you know....that long hill it is kind of a beat

up old trading post sittingto the left..ssthe
fivstvone . ol

Bug Flagstaff is the Sacred Mountain, is that it?

But they call it Sacred Mountain,..you know that
trading post with the hippies. The white man with
the hair know in the back here and there is nothing
but men living there and they call that hastooii
cho'o' all around there, that is where they get
their plants, and they bring it home.. .« Navajo
language.sss He was just telling me the story

gb ot hiow Lh gt T1 TSk aAMme s v s v o0 s o

Okay, let's go onsssss

And then that is where they get their plants most
of themsssssthat is where they get the yellow brownish
color,ssssplants.sseplants

Alright, whatever it is that is where they get it.

And anyway.sssshe said that there is where they get
it around there....s.and then up here by the grave-
yard here.,.scome in and see this big old bushes there....

I want to know about dying, not graveyards.ssss

No, I am talking about those bushes there....and
then when that gets ripe there are some berries

on there, I don't know what you call it....he puts
those, I don't know what you call it....he puts
those, I don't know what he calls them, but he
gets the berries off of that...and then they boil
that ogtuff toe 4 o000
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He gets some berries from the graveyard and then
hiel biod Usmi e valeigaity « e

It is only where it grows.....by the graveyard....
not in it‘oaoa

In other words it is a berry near the graveyard
not burried from the graveyardi..s@lrighteseecss

Berries.,...

OhicIvBee B R R GR IR Sas ov s

And then he boils all of those.s.s..and then that is
the red part, but I don't know where he gets his
black dyessse Unless he burns it in the wool..sas

that is how they got their dyes...actually....they
just In)(e) il itu.ono

And that is the whole thing about dyeingsessess
Yeah,

Ask him if he puts any special kind of rocks or
any thing teol fix the colons i

Rocks?

Yeah, what do they use for, what is the word mordant?

I have forgotten the word......ask him if he puts

any kind of minerals in to make the dye become fixed,..?
Navajo languagesssses NOe s

Well alot of people do use a meordant.

Well he is not alot of peoplessss s

Well that is one thing that is very interestingsssisas
well okayesaeses

Navajo languages.sssss You have to purify it, you don't
want to put anything else in there, or else they dye won't
work,

Well how does he make sure that it is purifiedicsceess
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He just really washes the wool out first....the

inside of the, like the pan is clean, freshly

painted and the only thing that connects with those wool
is the dye itself..ess

The pan is clean,...it is actually painted? You paint
the inside of the pan?

Yeah..,.well he doesn't paint them himself, but most
of them are paintediecesss

Oh yeah....-.

He will get the ones which aren't chippedisssssses Navajo
languages «ie s v e as He said that to get gray, they

get the white one and the black one for awhile and

then make up this gray......and then before that

they used to, a lot of these guys copy catS ...

they would see one do it and then they say, oh

goody, I am going to do mine that way..... it's easier,

Do you blame them?

No, it flows in the air..,.you smell it and you do
it
Yeah,

Like I said before, they get black wool and they
mix it With White WOOlonlnc

Oh, and they s8pin it teogether yids

Yeah, they get, card it together and then they spin
it together..«sss¢ Navajo languages.... He said
that one wya to get gray.....and then to get pure,
pure, pure white wool....you wash it really good
and then after that, and then you get some of the
white limestone from the sand, white sand, really
White .

White sand stone or limestone?
White sandiess

What do you do with it?
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You will mix it and then you will fix it and then the
waten look like Sminlides it
The sandstone is fixed by lime?
Al i e
They put it in a pot of boiling water right?
They put the sand, not the stone....
I knows...exactly how you mean, you take the sand,
the chalky stuff,,.s«svethat disintegrates Ffrom
sandstone and has & 1lime, vevasess
Not the chalkisessasNavajo language, ...
Nog, it ds chalky thoughivies e
Navajo language,...
Alright, so you take the sand right?

Take the sand., ...

You see the sand is from the sandstone, a limestone
matrix, you know what I mean?

Yeah, one that looks like powder....
Yeah, I know just exactly what he is talking about,...

We could take some of this sand here and then that
thing will turn kind of redish color.

Yeah, you know why?
Why?

Because the sandstone has an iron matriX......the
sandstone has an 1roN..sese

Alright but he gets the white one....
And yellow sandstone has a quartz matrix...you see
because it forms the glue, it forms the glue, to

keep the sand together....anyway go ahead....

Cat's pregnant.,
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It 18 a malessss

Oh yeah it is.es

How is it pregnantiese.?

He ate too muchiy.«

Felix ate too much and got pregnantis...

Okay, he said to mix it up and then the white...,.
you miz it tp and yed put it in and boidl Lt and it
is really white.,...white, white...s.

The wool comes out really white,...right? Ask him,
tell him we have just a little bit more tape leftiu...
We're on 410 feetssss

G hinilc Nt wolllidebienmere t han s thats s

We only have about 40 feet....that is all we have
lef‘t.....

We have got alot,..

You realize it gets thicker down there,....ask him
hwo he washes the wool....? Alright?

Navajo language..... He said that they use Cheer.¢s..
not exactly Cheernoc'but 9000 0 thatclooc

Well that is Cheelqs...

I knowes

So in other words they use washing powder....
It cheers her up when she does it....

It makes her happy.«.«? Does things for her!

Makes her happy..s..sshe is always smiling after she
gets through handlin , it,

She's Mrs, Spok with super nerve endings in her hands,
Anyway go ahead,..that is not what I mean.,...go ahead,
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Just like you wash clothes...
How do you wash clothesses.
I don't know, how do you wash clothes....

How does he wash clothes, that is what I am interested
in, I wash clothes in a washing machine,

Alright, alright, alright.«.s..he said that he takes

the wool and puts water in there, warm water.....wash it....
saiblloy il vty

One he takes the wool and two dips it in the solution of
Cheer and warm water, right?

Yeah, or borax,

Okay, what does he do next..,? He dips it in and
now what is he going to do?

Then he will rub the wool together, ..

He will rub the wool together in the water, alright....
And get all,...and you would-card it, you get some of the
dirt out that way.ssesscsget most of the dirt out and
then when you wash it you get all of the dirt out

and then when you boil it you sterilize it.s..

I want to know....he rubs this together and now.....

he is going to have to eventually take it out of

the water....does he rinse it then or does he put'

it in more hot water and Cheer? Or does he wash it
more than once?

Navaj o language. s 00 00

Okay what did he say?

He said that you wash it at least two timeS....

And then does he rinse it?

First he washes it and the water gets blacker than
hell e 8006 0 o0

And he rinses it in a pot of clean water....right?
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And then he will wash it again...and pour that out
and then he will rinse it..s e rinse it. s wash it twice

then® Yinse “aut;

Oh, alright,...he'll wash it again huh?
whe widides e

She'll wash again....

Yeah, and then rinse...

How many times do they rinse it?
Onceq..

Then you would be at least two repeats...or at least
one wrepeat, , i

First time you want to get the soap out and then the
second time you rinse again,

You would have to rinse it twice?

Yeah.

Or at least one repeat on washing....they would wash
it and take it out and still full of soap, they would
empty the pot and take the pot and put some more

water and add soap to it and wash it gain...and take
it again and empty the pot and rinse the pot out, then

they £fill it with fresh water and rinse the wool, right?

Alright, this is the end of tape 19, side Liiiveussen
the tapes that you are getting have at least 30 extra
feet on them so " they are not really 900 feet, but
960 or close to 1000:usable feetsseoss

END OFSTAPE
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