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• TA.PE UUMBER 456 
ALCATRAZ 
Mayor Alioto's Office 
Regional Office of BIA - ~cramento 
Interviewer - Dennis J. gtanford 
February 5, 1970 

BIA - San Francisco Office 

Views on Island 
P~location in San Fmncisco 

My name is Dennis Stanford nd I am from the DepartmeTlt of History at the 
University of New Mexico. And we are gathering data on this Alcatraz situation 
for our Indi~n Studies Program and would be very much interested in having some 
commets from yourself and---------- if you could please. On exactly what the 
city stand is •••••••• 

You mean in regard to the Indian occupation there, or do you want me to 
describe it? 

Yes •• 

Well, we really •••• the city is not involved whatsoever ••• it is a matter 
between the Indian group and the federal authorities. And we have no involve-
ment of federal lands ••• 

as. So that the city has pretty well stayed out of it? 
A. Absolutely, we ·are not acting on the situation, we ofcourse, are working 
with the community of San Francisco in regard to the problems here with·n the 
city, but in some of the leaders, well like 'Earl Livermore is one of our Human 
Bights Commissioners, so that he is an Indian and is taking a rather key part in 
Alcatraz. And in the~Commission he is one of 15 members in our Human Rights 
Commission. But as an administration it is not a problem over which we would 
have any authority so that •••• you might want to talk with him. l?arl Livermore 
might want to be some one that you, if you haven't already, you mi.rht want to talk to. 
Q~. Yes, we have already been out to the Island, and interviewed the Indians. 
I kind of wanted to round out the picture from all sides •••• 
A. ~ell this is one case in which it is not our area, and I think that the thing 
is that we iouldn't want to activate the situation, and we certainly were 
terribly grieved when that youg Oakes girl fell to her death, and we were sympath-
etic with the Indians trying to demonstrate on the Ialand, the problems that they 
face in the country. Particularily those that have been moved from the reservation 
areas i~ to the large cities, I mean, they don't have enough property, I certainly 
demonstrated the point of the American Indian, well in modern society\ dranstized 
demonstrated of course more effectively than anything I can think of. But serving 
in the specific moment of Alcatraz, we just have stayed out. 
O. U~doubtedly so •••• some of the I~dians, none of which are on the CoU11cil or 
Mr. Livermore, just you know, the average Indian out there feels that the city has 
some sort of plans for the Island, other than the Indian Center ••••• 
A. That is true. Well a number of proposals have been discussed, there had been 
the thought that the city, that the government, the federal government, might be able 
to turn it over to the city, and if so they have a number of proposals for its 
development, both privately and publically as the park area. And privately as a 
tourist center •••• (????) T mean, there have been obviously it isn't the price of . 
the Island itself, a priceless iewel in the Bay, and develpped, and in terms of 
it being developed as an Indian Center, it is complic ted ofcourse, by funds, and 
I am no expert on the Island, but I think just the removal of those old cell blocks 
which would simply help the convertible use to some other use. Scores over the 
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million and a half and two millioy, dollars. Before any construction can take 
place, you have a tremencl,ous financial problem. And would it be, whether that would 
be, whether the Indians would find more worthwhile use of the money than trying 
to develop the Island with the transportation problems of boats, and water problems, 
like taking water out to the Isla~d and all of that. I don't know, but it is just 
that I haven't ••••• But whoever goes on to the Island to develop it obviously is 
going to have a large amount of money behind it, other than public fund. And 
this is, the city, long before the Indian community went to the Island bad consid-
ered it for public development included only could be developed. Privately how-
ever, it was under very strict pl anning controls by their woi, planning department, 
so it wouldn't have to be some ugly little affairs. I mean than we have the great 
hassle over Hunt, who was willing to invest the money and actually whether in that 
particular derate ended pretty well there, and followed by the current interest of 
some of the Indian occupation. 
QS. Well then you would say that the city of San Francisco, then is idealogically 
in back of the Indians? 
A. Well they are certainly sympathetic of their needs, to their needs, there is 
no question about that. But whether their needs can best be satisfied on that 
island or not remins to be a very big question. 
QS; One other question, if I might, to get away from the Alcatraz situation, I am 
not from California, ofcourse, and I don't know, the scene, But as I recall San 
Franeisco is a relocation center for some of the reservations? 
A. Yes. 
Q8. fhs this created any problems or is it doing any good, or •••• ? 
A. Well I don't know, T now that many of those who have bee relocated here have 
found it very difficult adjusting in San Francisco. an Francisco is unique 
cause we have very, it tends to be a white collar community, office jobs, you know 
a commercial center, and there are very few jobs for persons who are unskilled. I 
think many find it very difficult to adjust here. And certainly the city itself' is 
simply does not have the service to provide, nor does the federal government provide 
services. And we are trying to meet these, but it has been far from adequate. And 
I know, now I know some of these, some you know •••• they are living in squalor and 
not through their fault but simply cause they do not have adequate income or can 
they find jobs and then it was all over •••• it was very difficult. The person who 
would know would be this ~arl Livermore, he has the Indian Center and he wonld 
know intimately the problems. -
QS. Okay, well thank you very much sir. 

fress Secretary for Governor, State of California 

QS. Yes, this is Dennis stanford from the Department of History at the University 
of Mew Mexico and we are doing some work in our Indian Studies Program on current 
Indian issues and we would like if possible, some statement on the s.tate and the 
Governor's stand on the situation out at Alcatraz. 
A. Well he mentioned it once, the only statement that I can recall is at a Press 
Conference several months ago. And I just csn't remember exactly what it was. I 
think he expressed sympathy for the Indians, but it seems to me that he wanted them 
just,their aim was 1 really to take over the Island or to solicit some support for a 
soultion of the problem. But the only thing that I can suggest is that you go 
through the transcripts of the press conferences to see exactly what he did say. 
Alcatraz as, you realize is a federal grant that we have, and we have rio connection 
with it. 

.. 
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QS. Yes, we are well aware of that, but we assume that the state would have some 
feeling one way or the other about the situatio~. 

A. I don't really think outside of this one, well that is, through the situation 
there, through the press conference, he hasn't said very much. I am not much help 
to you •••• 

Q~. Is there someway that we could get a copy of this particular statement? 

A. Let me try and find it, I don't know when it was, sometime in the fall and •••• 

QS. Would you have any comments to mke on the Pyramid lake situation in relation-
ship to the state of California? 

A. I don't know if he has said anything on that or not. 

Q~. Well if he has, I sure would appreciate that dope as well. 

A. Have you been out to Alcatraz? 

QS. Yes, I brought several Indian students with me, and it has been real education 
for all of us. And I personally feel that it is a real good deal, it is a challenge 
for the Indians to make national stand and the unity thing is quite good. But 
what is good is the fact that this is a place that everbody in the United tates 
has heard of. And can relate to, while if they talk about Pyramid Lake, or Blue 
Lake or Hoopla Valley, who in Pennsylvania had ever heard of it. A~d they won't 
get much sympathy form these other places, but I think that the Alcatraz situation 
may bring the plight of the Indians more to President :tlxon's Silent Majority than 
just about anything that is more helping this cause for along while. 

A. Yes, well I think tat is the Governor's feeling ss I recall correctly. That 
is such a bleak place that I just wondered if they have a white dinosaur or something ••• 

QS. Well I can almost agree with that too. 

A. It is a miC3erable place, when I worked for the newspaper a couple of year,' s 
ago, I went out there, and did a story after it was closed, talked with John Hart 
at the time, they were suggesting that we needed some sort of a resort or something, 
a United ~ations monument or something. It just isn't practical for any of these 
things, and I asked Ha.rt what he thought about it, and he said, it would be a hell of 
a good place for a prison, and I think he is r·~ht. 

QS. Well one thing that we should keep in mind is that even though the conditions 
out there are quite bleak, they are considerably better than most of the reservation 
conditioi,s. 

A. Well that may be ••••• 

QS. So the Indians really don't mind. It is all a frame of refere~ce here. 

A. It is damp and cold and miserable ••••••• I really don't envy anybody living 
out there •••••• 

QS. Well it is quite nice, •••••••• 
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A. It is a fasinating place, but ••••• it is a good plade to visit, but I 
wouldn't want to live there, Jell listen, would you be interested in anything else 
they would have said, also? I will see if I can get some thing in our files ••••• 

QS. Yes. Well anything on current India affairs, we are quite interested in. We 
are ofcourse, very interested in the Alcatraz situation but anything of the general 
nature, we wouldn't ••••••••• 

--------- end 
Mr. Perenelli - f.rea Director for BIA Office, Sacramento, California 

QS. 'rhis is Dennis Stanford from the Dep.irtment of History at the University of 
"Tew Mexico, and we have some students that are doing a conseriderable amount of 
work in current Indian problems, and one of which is the Alcatraz situation. And we 
were wonder:ng if you could give us some statement as to what the BIA and California 
is doing and thinking about this situation? 

A. Well I thil'lk that I can give you a general statement, but I don •t know if it 
will be too helpful or not •••• The whole Alcatraz thing is centered a~ound an url::an 
situation at tr.e moment, and the people who are respoYlsi bl e for dealing directly 
with that, and with meeting with the Indian leaders in the urb=ln setting are the, 
what is called the Pegio al Council, ow the aegional Co1ncil is made up of area 
regional directors, from the Department of labor, Healthe Education and Welfare, the 
Office of Fconomic Opportunity, let's see who else •••• well those are three, I 
don't know if small Business Administt-8.tioti is in there or ot •••• prooo.bly Commerce 
might be in there as well. And so these are the people who have felt that the Service 
Adminstration in that •••• in that they arA custodian of the property. Now these are 
the individuals that have been almost in day to day contact with the Indians at 
Alcatraz. And we have the Bureau of Indian Affairs, we have bad a juriRdictional 
problem has been,----------
We have been present, but we have been more or less in a subordiMte role. As for 
instance, our efforts do not go into the urban area, our rmjor efforts are primarily 
in the rural area. And so what are trying to do is to, in our role is to try to get 
the other nnjor ago.ncies that have resources available for urban situations to deal 
directly with the Indians and make these resources available to them. But that is 
about all I can really give you cause if I went into any greater detail I might be 
~iving you something that might be running into some area, that may have some bearing 
on the negotiations that are going on right now with another party. 

QS. What would I contact in this General Service Administration7 ~t 

A. Uell call the Director of the Gereral Servic Adminh:tration, or you could contacts 
•••• I guess he is the regional legal director from Minpower Training,-----------
Tom Hannon is the GSA person •••••• 

QS. Thank you ••••••• 

A. ~tow there is another o~rson, ~laing Handi, she is a staff member to the 
RAgional Council and she has put some naterial together and she might be able to 
help you more with the nitty-gritty than to any degree than the diredtor himself. 
She is with the Department n of Iabor ar,d she is there, in the Federal Building in 
San F:r&1ncisco, something like 730 Golden Gate Street or sometfuing, I am sure that 
if you get to the Federal Building you will get her right number •••••• 

OS. Well she sounds like she would possibly have quite a bit of data for us ••••• 
A. She would prol:ebly be a very good contact for 7ou. 
QS. Thank! you very much sir •••••••• - ---------

end of tape 


	Image00001
	Image00002
	Image00003
	Image00004
	Image00005

