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Anonymous Navajo Female from University of Arizona
By BOYD and SILENTMAN

Side two

Today is November 21lst.......I am interviewing a Navajo that
goes to the University of Arizona in Tucson,,...

- & The first question that I would like to ask, is what do
you think of BIA schioolS,.......are they good or bad?

be-

. Well, I can answer this in one statement........and you
can interpret it anyway that you want to....ceaeIf I
had a child at school age and if I lived way out in the
boon docks on the Navaijo reservation.......and no running
water and in a hogan and all that......if I had only one
choice for my child's education......l would never send
them to a BIA school, boarding school....I would rather
keep them home and teach them myself.....and I think,..
that answer will, my answer now will answer the next
two guestions that you are going to ask me.......they
are about BTA schools t0O.sasasse

Q. Alright......what do vou think about the teachers the
BIA recruit??

A. You mean the teachers........according to your gquestion
there,.....well, old white ladies......gee, that is a
neat question.......some BIA students must have asked
you that......you must have thought that, that was a
neat question........neat goes beyond cool.....Oh darn,
I don't know.......I am the product of Indian schools,
too, but I don't know, I think they do recruit old In-
dian women...,......I mean.......how about old Indian
MOEROTE, i enestsnsssel 2 BBNBG. ., ..o +vea0ld Indian loyv-
BB . suudll B BONGE ., vayOAD L vial, GUREL L

R Some complain that BIA teachers are often a bunch of old
ladies,..,....and that they don't know about their sub-
jects.......and they don't care about the students....
is this true or not??

A, Well, to rephrase my answer......do I have a second place,
A bunch of eld ladies, BB (yiisrrsimst@ldl: T am oo
I can speak from experience....sssssscessai8 that what
you want me to do??
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Yeah,....

There are.....way back when in 1908 when I was in the
Indian school,,.....there were a bunch of o0ld ladies
there and some people said that they were beyond ad-
mission into a regular public school....They were too
old to teach in public schools and that they, their
only escape or their only place to earn money was to
go to the BIA Indian schools because they would hire
anybody ‘for the Indians.......but I don't know if that
D@ Brue or Beky . Bk e i

How about the ones here?

Well, there is this old bitty there and her name....
I think her name was Willey.......and I forgot her
Lagi fame, o DUl i v e ¢

How about your.....because of your personal experience
about going to dfederal schools.....in your opinion, do
you think that the teachers that you had didn't showor
know their subjects or that they really didn't care a-
bout,about Navajo culture, etcetera.........

Well, most of them were old peorle..........and they
were just interested in getting through the day......
and it is not a question of whether they cared about
us.,...or if they knew their subject matter, they just
wanted to have some source of income, you know, and
they were just tired all the time, you Know........

How about, do you think that graduates from BIA schools
or federal schools......are prepared for college or,and
university work/????2?2?2?22?2?

WEll,//.......it depends upon what you are prepared for,
just like in any other schools, well, BIA schools don't
they tend not to push their students, you know, for high
academic standards......and they let them go.....get by,
kind of like patting you on the shoulder and say, well,
that is alright, that is alright, you will still make it,
you Know,.,.«sses¢+and I think that is their kind of
their attitude,,,.like I hate to use ths word.....pater-
nalism.,....it just doesn't entail what I feel and want
TO 8aY..sse.00but I guess that is the only word that
you can use NOW.......s..ald I hope that nobody will
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misinterpret this,.....anyway, you just can't help any-'
one by just letting them get by with things........and
I think that BIA schools have a tendency to do .this.....

hey have good intentions but I don't think that they
just don't know how to do it because they feel kind of
guilty about being white.....cause, they have to help
these Indians,,,...

Well, do you think that BIA schools and federal schools
should remain onthe reservation?

Do you want me to answer that yes or no?

Yeal, .. .5

oA £

Well, this might be elaborating on the same question,
but why?

Yes.......Micht be elaborating?? You want me to elaborate
on hat?

b =Y S

Well, to begin with, it goes back to my original answer
about BIA schools.......I just don't think that their
whole educatonal system fits with our culture at all...
because they just don't know how to.......I don't know...
identify with you, you might say..scsvuas

How do you think......what role do you think that the
University should take....? In education of the Indian
students.......gou know, this is along the line of the
American Indian studles......

Do you mean Universities in cgeneral? Or specific univer-
>ltV9 2

LU0 gOR@URL, ¢ 44 vins o a

Okay, well, I say .,.....because I am,....I have been
college educated and all of this crap.....well, I think
that Indians should face it for themselves/............
it is a pretty strong statement..,...I should support
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that myself.,..but here are alot of students back from
the reservation, lived on the reservation all of their
lives who need some kind of a buffer to get into college,
or for the university to help them.,...but if they were
intelligent enough and if they knew how to get along in
society.....then I think this statement just kind of goes
from one extreme to the other....,..because you say that
the university should .........should the university have
special cirriculum for Indians......well, that is a
question....was that your cuestion??

I e R Gl S

Yeah......yeah.....well, your question goes from one ex-
treme to the other......you, maybe you have this image
in your mind about the old Indians way back when or even
our parents..........and that they adjusted to this so-
ciety........are you speaking about the young people,to-
day?

ersity of New Mexico etcetera.......are trying to estab-
lish American Indian studies.....programs...whereas you
can get a degree,amajor and graduate work in this......
and I wanted your opinion on what you €elt about it......

Well, I don't know too much about university standards..
this and that as far as Indians are concerned, you know,
culture studies, but what I was trying to say before was,
about having special programs for Indians.......and well,
like I say, I think that they outht to fare for them-
selves.,....even if they are way back there from the
hogan.....and don't speak English ad all that.......I
don't think that they ought to have special Delrs s iisis

Okay.....do you think that we ought to have more colleges
like for Indian students, like Navajo Community College,
at Iqany Farms.o e e e o-?

Yeah,.......my statement prompted your question..ha..ha..
I think so......I have never been there, I don't know
what it is like there, but what I read in the papers

and what I hear about it, I think that it is a good
idea...,...some day I will get up there and see.....see
for myself, but I think that it is a pretty good idea...
I know Dr. Roessell who started this whole business....
and I hate to mention names....being an anonymous per-
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SOn..I....'.
What do you feel about Indian militants or Red Power??

Well, ........What do I think of Indian Militants and
Red Power and all this, ¢, g8da,.. i tha, X think
the whole idea.....the original idea.....of getting an
organization togehter.....forming this organization is
a white concept........kind of like a sun burned white
POWCE . s saassasinn

D L e L e e e h L S ———

I don't know what to SayVe.eeeeao.
Hurry, vou are letting thatthing waste.....

Talk about your school..ssss

Say who you are and what kind of Indian you are and when
and where you live.......

A san ek AN godla BE Baviiisal go to schoel by a
nursery......and even though I go to, when I grow up,
when I go to college first.....even I can go to a
really big school fnd FOVYWAY dancassesss

How come you want to go to a realy big school?
Because I am going to be grown Up.....e..
Oh, do you mean grown ups go to big schools?

Yes,.....and anywhere that any people can go at......
that is anywhere that people can go at.....is that

a real , a real school..... that means....we can qo
anywhere we want to when we could do even what we want
to do and anywhere we want to go is boing and any

where we want to go, we culd even go by ourselves.....
by going anywhere....even we culd do anything be going..
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Where would vou like to go right now?

Well, I don't know, I don't think I am going no place,
right ROW. i 44

How come?

Because anywhere I want to go, becuse I already went
SNOPP 1. « s aa

Would vou like to back home?

Well, I am already homenow, you know that......because
anywhere I would like to go is to school,...is....well,
I like to stay with my Momand I like to go to school
and anywhere I like to go is......well, I don't .think
that I do another ting.....because I go to school by
going....because anywhere I want to go is by school,.,.

(End of side one of interview)
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