American Indian Oral History Collection
Transcript Record

Tribe: Moarc.
Clan:
| Nesewdse
Tape Number: Q&7 53¢ 2 oK ,)/Q04
Narrator or Event: Qpﬁ@w\b\rﬁ&MLQ/ WO StudonJo
Second Narrator:
Riitenyv oW s I s §$90§&=* fo A s

Locale: Yo\,

Subjects: <\ ) e ‘
Ye~nenal O Q UMNAONAD B le’\m\/&) G’IQJL,LQ P@Mﬂu

; R‘ld\ ?m,,\‘“
Cdoerca B

. Comments:

Microfilm Roll Number:



Tape #267

MISCELLANEOUS"

Anonymous UNM students

November 13, 1968

Interviewers«ANNA BOYD and IRENE SIELNTMAN

Side Two

Today is November 12, 1969 and I am interviewing a University of
New Mexico Navajo studentsssescsss

Qs

A,

Q.

A,

Qs
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What are your reactions to the National Congress of Ameri-
can Indians Convention held here recently in Albuquerque?

I really enjoyed it, I think that it was really one of the
biggest things could every happen to Albuqueruqesssssseif
you are an Indian, that is, I mean that convention itself
was great because it really brought out the Indian opinion
or the Indian way of lifessssssthe Indian somewhat out in
the open especially here in Albuquerque and the south-
west, and really brought out to them what politics really
18, sass a0t of got a taste of it and I thiftk that we all

really enjoyed it.

What do you think of the dignitaries that came,..,:Kennedy,
Hickle and Agnew and Bruce?

Well, I +sseesereally think they are interested in the Indian
problems here in the southwest and just to give us about
three or four hours of their time was really, I thought
was something great and I think that we should be moresss.
people in their ownfieldssssssstalk to the Indian people
and really also hear what the Indian has to say. Not

only give speeches and then have to catch a plane, but

sit down for a while and really listen to what the Indian
complaints are, instead of always having to hear iti.sssse
through the floors of Congress or the House of * Bpresent-
ativesssesssssessl think that if a person is willing to come
out here and have his say, I think that he ‘'should also
give some time to the other peoplessssssso that he could
hear what they really want donessssssyOU KNoWessos o

What do you think of radicalsssssssor of red power?
Well, I think they are great if they know what they are

doing especially readical and start smearing on the g.d.
stuff on the g.d, million dollaw painting..:sincthat 18, 00
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that is the kind of radicals that I am againstesssssyou
knoWwsssssssRed Powerssossesl like Red Power, I never saw
poster like that when I was going to grade school or
when I was going to high schoolssssssand then I came to
the University of New Mexico and I, after that I saw a
lot of what it really was, then Red Power was great to
me, I like itssesssl am behind it all the way, If it
doesn't go into lives or endanger other people's lives,
I othink At 18 goodys s sesees

What do you think is the best way for Indians to be more
influential in the government?

Just like we hadsssssjust like waht had happened here in
New Mexico a couple of weeks ago, is like bringing the
Indian into a political or more public understanding
likesssss0have they,; something in the newspaper, have an
article on them or something like that instead of having
the bad side of it in it, you knowsssessI always read
some series in the paper that says something on Indian
alcoholics or something, they are always chopping down
the Indians, you know, they never say anything good
about it, they never say likesssssssthey should have

had like when the Taos people were having problems with
their veligious lake, they should have brought out a
series like they do in the nespaper and they should

have emphasized that ehy should have put down in the
paper about what the people of Taos are fighting for,
What they really wanted, they weren't grabbing land

or stealing other people's property of nothing like
that, that was theirs you knowsssssssThey should say
something like that and they should have more con=
ventions, and they should have them like here in Al-
buquerque, the educationl systems are in the ( 1
here in Albuquerque, the Chamber of Commerce or some=
thing like that, they should have Indian speakers

come like the Five Pueblo villages that we have close
here to Albuquerque have some say in this, instead of
having to play paper and not really, not only giving
Indians a chance to say what they want to say, stand
behind them and put it on paper and get them g.d.
promigses to hold true,.sssand so that is what I feel,

What politicians are concerned with Indians and want
to help them,,ssslike Hickel, Kennedy, Agnewyesosos
are any of the national figures?

Well, to me I don't really think that there is any
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national figure now that would stand up and say what he
wanted to do or what he really wanted to do for the In=
diansssssesthere, they have always said that.e.e.ssand they
have always said thatssssssand they have always siad that
because the Cinstitution of the United States was brought
even further than thatsssssseven when the Articles of con-
federation was born, they always said thatssseseeWe are,..
going to do this, we are going to do thats.ssssand they
would only do thats, So I don't know any national figure
herein 1969 that will, that is really concerned with In=
dian problems,ssssbecause I think the only time when
there would be a person in a person that would be in a.
national figure, ti is going to have to be an Indian

I thinksssesnot really full-blooded, maybe partlyissosse
but I think that would be the time when he would really
fight for 1t, you KknoWissssssss e

How about withing the state of New Mexico, are there any
politicians that seem to be seriously concerned with the

Indiansssssse?

Yes, there isssss4es]l would name Senator Montoyassseesl
would also name in front of him, the retired president of
the NCAI, Chino from Mescalero Apachessssssess

Do you think that any of the Kennedy family..sssdiFuKs,
Bobby Kennedy were really friends of the Indians?

Well, I believe they were really friends to the minority
groups, they were fighting against poverty stricken people
in Americasssesel think they really, if they , say like
Robert Fs Kennedy was running for president of the United
States and if he became president, I believe he would have
done someting for the Indian people,ssssssnot only in the
Southwest but in the whole Untied StateSsssssssssl believe
he would have done itssssssae

Well, what about Governor Cargo?

You meaning concerning Indian problems?

YeSises e

I believe Governor Cargo is doing some good for the Indians
but not muchsssssl don't mean nothing that is really of
great importance, or of great help to the Indiansssssss
What he does is.....what I believe Governor Cargo does is
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to get suppnrt from the Indians and make promises, pro=-
mises, promises, promises and then maybe he likes to a
flapping eagle or something like thatsssssesthat is the
way that Cargo issssssflapping eagle all ovaer the place,
all over the g.d. Navajo reservation and never really
does anything..............

What should the university do for the Indian students?

I suppose the Indian students are concerned at the Univer-
sity of New Mexico,sssssthey are there for an education,
I believe that the Unversity of New Mexico administration
should do is try and help the Indian students accomplish
that instead of having to go through the sort of process,
If they consider us to be differet why don't they treat
us different, Think, he knows that we are different and
yet when it comes down to paper work and it cmes down to
admitting a person through a process of what theyever they
are doing, half the time drinking coffeessssssbut you know
they should drink about two cups of coffee for an Indian,
just puch them through and education and get them selves
out of it what they can,.ssssbut at the same time I think
many of the students at the Univsersity of New Mexico shold
devote time to it, you knoWessesssit only takes about '
three hours a day.seseeand I believe the great disadvan=-
tages that the University Of ¥ew Mexico has is the ad-
ministrator, L8 thatsbvesensssd don't know eor think that
there's really any great counselor or tutors or whatever
you call themsssssssssothe only thing that I know is that
they have for us over there at school is our advisor,
half the time awgy, but, and a few counselors who are
mainly concerned with the whites own probleps, but they
really have a hard time understanding our problmes and
so I think they shoud have something, a counselimg cen=
ter or something that really bears down on the Indian
problem,,ssYou know, nothing like this shit here and
theresssssssand none of these people work or any of this
Stuffssessesssthey should have something forthe Indian..
kids here at schoolissseosssn

What do you think about establishing an American Indian
Studies here at the University?

I like the idea, I am for it, I really think that there
should be an American Indian Studies because that is
what it iSsesss0seach people, each race is bragging

for it's own kind of history or it's own kind of study
and I think that we have the right to do the samething.,
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I think Indian students should have a greater say in which
to hear himself withsssesessabout what life is really.s s,
I think we have ofie of the beartiful, history or one of the
beautiful languages that could ever existSsssssss0n the face

of the earthssses I think we should have some say in these
things, we should be taughtisessaso.

Do you feel that the American Indian students are accepted

as equals by whites, Chicanos and Blacks or is there any
discrimination on campus?

I was going to say, no way can there be equality, unless
we have some SaYessssscsootsssstoans

Do you, does the university, do you think that Indian stu-
dents are prepared for college, did they get a good high
school education?

I believe they aressssesl, especially when they are in a
university or college, I believe they are prepared and I
believe they really want to do something and sseesoeoosl
thing thatis what they are beginning ol ) dOccoocooaoac

One Indian leader protested that graduates of BIA schools
were nearly illeterate, is this true?

I believe so, I think they have a right to say what
they want to say and I think what they said was true, I
am behind them all the way, I think some of these BIA
people that go out and tell the people what to do and
really like having a ten year oldIndian boy telling a
30 year old father what he should be doing or what, how
he should live and, you knoWeessssesssif that is the way
it issssesthen they have the right to say whatthey want
to 8aYsssedif they don't 1ike him, that 18 teo bDadsaessss

So are BIA schools good or bad?

Well, it depends on the person himself that is studying
at that schoolssssss e

There was another complaint that BIA teachers are often a
bunch of old ladiesssssssthey don't know their subjects
and that they don't care about their students,....they
don't care if the students learn or not, it this true?

Well, it depends on who says that to the old baggy ladies,
that are teaching in the BIA schools, If it is a person
that is well qualified and says that to them old ladies,
if he says that is true, then it is true, but to me it

is not, to me that is a judgement made by an individual,
you knowsesesssl would turn around and say the same thing

to the guy that wrote this to the same guy that is try=-
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ing to emphasize thissssseesel would say that he is nothing
but an old bag of beans or anold bag of potatoesisssesss

it depends.ssssel have been to BIA schools myself and the
teachers are really.sssesome really are for it..s..sthey
really want to do something for the Indian studantsisese.
That they have in their classrooms, they really want to

do somethingssesssssand then again there are oters who
aredoing their time there, having a hell of a timessoss

Do you think these Indian organizations are effective ,
like NICY OR NCAI,United American ....s,there are quite
a few of them NoOWssas oo

Well, I don't think that their smoke signals of are a great
notice yetsessssssthey should combinesssssThey should unite
and say what they want to say instead of likessssos80me of
the Indian tradition is unorganizedss..sssthey should from
what they have learned from the democratic society, I be=
lieve that each of these leaders in these various groups
have gone to school and they know what a democratice life
is and ,.e.s0sthey start using that democratic life and so
make themselves one party and stand up for one thing in-
stead of always trying to beat each other andissssssssal
think you will have a greater notice..,...sthat way than

the way it is today but they aressssessl beleive that they
Will get there ssecceosvsoossossssvssans

What do you feel about Indians joining protest movements
and marching and demonstrating to get what they want?

Well, it depends on what the hell they are demonstrating
for and because demonstrating is against the BIA, I don't
think they should do that, But if there are demonstrations
against, plans that is established on the reservation and
they have been receiving low wages for it, I think that
they have a right to do that,...ssI think an Indian person
is just like any other American.ssesesscitizen.sss,y I think
he should say waht he wants to say and say it right out and
not be bashful and not stand behind another person's back,
I think he should come right out and do what he wants to

dOsasssssasas

What do you think of these reservation scheols that are off
the reservations, like Intermountain, Sherman, Haskell, .44,

Chillocco///?22272%2

Of the three, I think Intermountain school is the best.ss.
does a whole hell of a lot, but not only teach elementary
or not only teaches education but have them teach programs
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likeHaskell Institute and I think that off reservation
schools are good and they are bad, depending on what

kind of a family an Indian kid comes from.,.,..and I, but
really think that it is about time that we change that
whole ideasssssssl think it is about time that we start
our saying how our childre, you know, our children
should be taught and what they should be taught about
when they go off the reservation, I think we should have,
I think we should really have some say about the students
in the various schools, should really have a say on how
the administration or what the administration should do
as far as the off=preservation crap is concerned,:ssesss

Po you think BIA schools should remain on or get off the
reservation???

Well, I think most of the BIA schools are already off

the reservationsssssssI think that they should start going
into the reservations now.ssssslet the BIA people get off
the board and let some well qualified Indian people in
their positions and I think if, we would all be better

off that Wwayssseese

What about public schools that are located on the re-
servation or in the peripheral areas?

I really like them, I think there should be more public
schools on the reservation and more public schools should
be moving into the reservationsssesssl think there should
be mMOYessossssssasseesas

What do you, this is on another subjectessssssewhat do
you think of the Gallup Ceremonial?

From what standpoint do you mean?

I guess, particuldr pertaining back to last summer, when
some of the students handed out that literature and they
had trouble with the Ceremonial Association...,.and also
your general feeling about Gallup Ceremonial, you know,
what it 1s8????227°°9

Well, from the first time that I went to the Gallup Cer-
ominial, I really liked it, I liked the whole thing, I
liked the arts and crafts show, I liked what the people
were doing up there.ss.ssssbut after being there several
times, I have come to believe that is nothing.s..,.after
being through college and after that I have learned from
itessssossthe benefits from the Gallup Ceremonial and every=-
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thingssssseseesel think that in Gallup sssssthe committee
on the Gollup Ceremonial and Gallup New Mexico they made
a mistake on what they did this summer, in kicking out
some of the students who were picketing on the fair grounds
[ e S omid s Eann et e VRt d ARl SR TN To T o tia T, e s
I think that they should, I hope that there would be more
protesting and more of picketing if the Gallup Ceremonial
should be controlled by the Indians.,.ssssnone of this
family to family heritage kind of deal, you know, it ...
it should be controlled by the Indianss ssseeeeesl think
it is about time that they.,sesthe guys from the GAllup
Ceremonial turn the whole deal over to the IndiansSsssses
and let them »un it, or else the Indians should boycott
the damn thing and mgke their own god damn thing, I think
they have enough money to do thatssssseAnd I think they
should start running their own show 1f they don't like
that thingeseesssesIf they don't likethe Gallup Ceremonial,
it is not to their benefit, I don't see why they should
spend year after year and lose out and lose outssssssun=
less they do something about it right nowssesssI think
they should get together and build their own god damn
ceremonial grounds orsssssesl think they should start
doing thatssses

Who do you think should be the next Navajo tribal chairman?

Well, I don't know who is running right now and so I can't
8adYeoes00s0

Well, okayessssesswhat are your viewpoint on Nakai and....

I really like him and I think he really did some good for
USsas0000s1 believe that he really stood up for education
and he really understood the young people and he really
understood the old people and I think that he, if he ran
again, it would be good, I think he would win again and
let him keep on running and I hope that he is still up
there when I get there so I can beat him/////

This next questionsssssssswhat do you think about the
image that is protrayed on movies and TV?

0 godssssssthat is like mickey mousesssssgod damn drama,
you knowsesswell, I think that is a bunch of crap, or
those guys, thos TV people or movie peopledon't even know
nothing about Indians way of life or Indian history....or
anything like thatsssssgod damn drama, you know.,.well,
maybe they are majoring in art,they don't even knwo what
they are doing, as ling as it looks good on screefsssssss
all they care aboutssssseven though they don't even give
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a damn if they hurt any kind of race,...they just only
want to make money, want to make it beautiful, to make
itsssessesas long as the majority like it, that is the
way that they want itesessssl don't think,I think like
the Navajo tribe should start it's own movie program or
start some kind of industry in the movie field, like
the state of New Mexico is trying to do right NoWieess
I think what the Navajo tribe should do or any other
tribe, Indian tribe, should do is get together and just
getsssesste}l the god damn Governor Cargo to get the god
damn ass off the reservation and they should ban to=
gether andtake the movie industry,mansseesessif you
want to film anything in the g.,d, village or any re=
servation or any beautiful thing....you are going to
pay us...sonot to the state of New Mexico, they are
recelving enough money just for us to exists in New
Mexico, you know, I don't think,...what they should

do is g¢t a movie industry, to get their own, you

know, so that they could have their views seen on

the screen, you know, so that we could get more money,
not only when the monew, not only when the movie

goes up but they could also get paid for it when the
movie industry or themovie director moves into the
reservation or into a village, they should get some
money then and get paid for it and all that and then
they should have some sort of.sssssspercentage-wise,
for the moviessssspresent itssessel think that is what
they should dosssssel think the movie industry had
really hurt the Indian way of lifesssessesssssthe
Indian peoplessssssans

What do you think of u49's?
49's in the Pueblo sense?
Tsovsnvavnsansalyway you Wwant to take Lt iins s

Well, I think we should have 49's every week,,sssI think
they are worth things, it's good to have a good time

once in a while instead of always having to shut your=
self up in your room and to have to spend eight hours a
dayssesseesssssssssersssinside and you really have nothing
goingsssssseel think you have to go off and have some
funsssssesand if you like 49's, okay.sseesl think, I
really enjoy H9'Ssuvsasanns

Do you have any other things...s.syou would like to say
anything else on what we have been talking on?
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Q. I thought of another question...,..what do you think of
Navajo Community College?

A, Oh boy, I like thatssssssNoWssessl really enjoy T el e e
T ahink 4t Ll good what it ia tihying to desanigal tigk
it is one of the greatest colleges from my point of view
in the southwest,seseessel think they need more than one,
L think we should start fighting for ancther one.sssses i
while this one i1s getting a great foothold,sssssI think
there should be moresssssscolleges like NCCuosssos o

Qs Is there anything else you would like to say to what we
have been talking about?

A, No, I just hope the people that hear this would consider
what we say and not only pass it by and throw it in the
trash can or erase itesssssesl think they should really
study it, whenever there is always some programs or some=
thing to dosssssssalot of people would only consider it
because of money wise, you know, and like when there
is a director or a program that is sent out to the re=
servation, you know,s.seessthey always have to get a dipr=
ector, you know, a guy that directos the whole thing,
doesn't give a damn what i1s happeningyou know, and the
only thing that he cares about is the minute he sees
that money, you knowssessseshe is allowed to receive,
you know, as long as he gets that, he doesn't care
what happens to what he has been working on or what he
is aiming for or someting like that.,ssese¢l hope this
tape does something good and I hope that they consider
it, instead of just to have money going into their
pockets or you know and then forget about it and then
get drunkssessseyou shouldn't do that, you should be
consideratessssssssena

Q. Okayoossssososossonesnsne

Q. You're from Canoncito, aren't you?

A, Yol

Qe What do you plan to do after school, what are your future

plans?



A, I am going to get through this university.sssesand if I do
I am planning to go to the service and become a piloti.s..
a commercial pilot and I will come back to the reservation
and herd some sheep for a couple of weeks and then come
back to the whiteman's world and really give them a taste
of what I learned from them and I think what I am fighting
for them, will be right for my own people, I think I'll
be really trying and put myslef up there and try to make
my life worth something and not just pass it over, you
KnoWgssasssassassel think I will try and go into law school
or try and get into something great.sssssthe problems that
are concerned with,sssssIndian problems in the southwest,
I think that is about what I have in mind.sssseeto this
daygeessseessIf I can cange itssssssl might become a wino,
Iram ‘s till eonslderang thal tooss swiasssteon e
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Today is November 12, 1969 andessssessessl am going to inter=
view a Pawnee IndianNisesevscosvsns

Q. Where are you from?

A Pawnee, Oklahoma, s

Q. How long didyou live there?

A, Ohiy most of my life, up untll about 22i.svsnss e s

Qe What did you used to do over ther?

A, I went to school at Chillocco Indian school and spend most
of my vacations at Pawnee, Oklahomaissa.

Q. How are the Pawnee?
A, How are they?????
Q. I mean, a little bit like history?

A, In which way do you means.s.sshow are they....,the plains
tribes of Indians orssssesesssestheir reservation is, was
alloted and of course alot of them have sold their lands
and the community of Indians like you would find in the
villages and Navajo reservation, therefore, they are leav=-
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ing a lot of their old Indian waySssesses
When did they start alloting their lands?

Alloting their land went way back insssssssesssel think
the last allotment was put out in 1905,

How much did the Pawnees sell their land for?

Well, some of the land there in Pawnee, wan't too good,
but even at that, Indians were, didn't sell their land
for the value, some of them had 160 acres, that went for
about $10-12 thousand dollarsSesssssees

You think that was good or not?

No, I don't think that was goodssssssIl think property is
one of the best assets that a person can have, If he has
ny land at all, and this land being restricted land and
not taxableisssssesss]l see not reason why they should sell

itOl‘lO.l‘.O
How big was Pawnee reservation a long time ago, then?

I have no ideasssss0f what the acreage was buUtsssesess

the square miles, but it covered quite a bit of territory,
Arkansas Rivier and around the town of Perry, Oklahoma,
and down around, half way between Pawnee and the town,
Cushing and then east, it went from about Pawnee uut,,,,
Clevelandssssssoossos

What did they used to use the land for, the Pawnee?

Alot of the land was good farming land and a lot of it

was about all that it could be used for was pasture land
and some of the Pawnees did farm alot.se.ssePawnees were
farmers to begin with, back in Nebraska and that is about
what they used Lt fok, farming and stock nalsing ,iasessrene

And you said a lot of the Pawnees alloted their lands, well,
how much is left now?

I have no idea how much land is alloted there,,,ssI wWould
say around, about let's say 900, between 600 and 900 Pawnees
leftsasssssssand about maybe 1/3 of them have allotmentship,

Right now, are they run on a tribal basis...ssI mean do they
have a tribal chalrman and council or what?

Yes, they dosssssthey have a tribal chariman, a tribal
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council, and on tribal ( ? ) they are try-
ing to restore some of the places there,sessesslike the

old Indian school and where the hospital is now and they
are trying to get and bring that back im hand,.s«ssand

they tried that and have more different enterprises

set up and so they can attract on back to their home lands.,

What kind of enterprises are they trying to set up?

Well, they hadn't decided yet what the enterprises would
be, but I would say that they are defferent tribes and
maybe their own cafes and storeSicssseose

Is there any other resources that the Pawnee tribe owns
NOWesssaeosa?

Well, the Pawnee as a tribe, have very little, if any
resources at all theressssssand individually,,.,.,.most
resources there are in individually where they have their
own allotment and what they have, what they make off of
this land belongs to them individually,

Don't the Pawnees have a reserve, like close to the town
of Pawnee?

Have a reserve?

Like Echohawk maybe called it?

Yes, well the reserve that he was talking about, as I
just mentioned, the old Indian school, there is this
land that is over in there, belongs to the Pawnees,
what 1s being mad e off of it, I don't know, not too

muChncoagcoaoaa

Is there any type of friction between the Pawnees and
their people of Pawnee, Oklahoma.s. ??2%2?

Excuse me, what was your question?

Any type of fricton or do they seem to get along?
Well, it appears that they are getting along but there
is quite a bit of friction there among the Anglos and

the Indians........

Do you know the causes of it?
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Just racial prejudices, as far as I can seesssssssvves

The town, the Pawnees have their annual homecoming
during the Fourth of July, which is a pow wow, do they
get any revenue from that?

No, this pow wow is suppose to be the largest free pow=
wow in the United Statessssssees

There are about six to nine hundred Pawnees, how many
are enrolled in the Pawnee tribe?

Well, this figure that I gave you there are not accurate
by any means, but the ones that I mentioned are enrolled
as Pawnees with the tribessscse

Did the Pawnee offer any type of scholarship or do they
have PHS hospitals or does the government provide any
type of welfare Orsssse?

Yes, I think that the state there or the government there
provides welfare for some of them the same as they do
for the Anglos.ssesss.and there is scholarships available
I think through the BIAssssaosse

Do you know whey the Pawnees have a reservation that
small, was it just becaue they started alloting their
own land OPssssssess?

Well, when they did allot their own landsssssssthey, when
they were approached to sell their lands, well, alot of
them thinking that they need money right then, and that
they could do better by meving into town with that money,
did sell, some of them sold it because they weren't in
school and guess it was a sad thing that,.....the govern=
ment let ‘them sell its....because when they did sell

it, they just spend the money on other things....you know
and gotno benefits from itsiseeesess

The Pawnees were organized in four bandssesseees?

Yes, the Pawnees are in four bands.sess e

Can you name them?

We have the four bands there, the Skid band is of "wolf"
the Skid is, I guess the principal band, was at one time

and then we have the Chaui and the Kitkehahki and the
Outagayerat,,44945/The four bands thre...ssssthey are set
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up in Oklahoma when they came down from Nebraska.ssesesss
about the sametime as they were in Nebraska there.,..
Skid from the north and the Kitkehahki from south and
the Chaul from the eastssesseess

Was there much interaction between the Pawnees and the
United States governemtn,ssssslike cavalry,sesoveoes

Let me have that question agaifiesssssssos

Was there,when the Pawnees were moving down from Nebraska
to Oklahoma, was there a lot of interaction, like fighting
between the Pawnee nation and the Americans?

Well, as far as I know, I don't believe the Pawnee had
ever fought against the Undited States governmentsesoeese
there were a lot of them that were scouts for the army .y e
For the Morse broghters and so forth, but as far as
fighting agisnst the United States government, I don't
think that they aver did.onooocaoocooaooa

And what was their relationship to the other tribes around
there like thatsssssssI think there are Poncas and Otoes
and these other tribes around theressese.?

That 1s quite a question there, but Pawnees and Otoes in
there, rightin that part of the woods became pretty close
closely knitsssseseson account of their, Oh,I guess their
living conditions and so forth, But at one time the Sioux
tribe which the Otoe and Osages and so forth were from,
were bitter enemies with the PawneeSiseees.

The 600 to 900 Pawnees, do they still live in that area?

No; “they are scattered all overesssesl guess you might
say the globe,...we even have some in Guam, we have a
family that is living in England...se..sand some downin
the middle east,sssssand I guess every state in the union
has at lesst one Pawnes Inltccsavivssis

When did you move down in this area?

I moved down in this area during the Depression days of
193lssesssssl took @ @ivil Service examination and got
a job with the SoiL Conservation in Gallup, New Mexicose.

And then from there, where did you go then?

Well, after being in the Gallup area, I worked on the
Navajo reservation, out in the Window Rock, Arizonas...
and that Indian School at Fort Wingatess.sssand from
there I joined the army and volunteered induction into
the army during the World War II,,..,.Went overseas and
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upon my return I went back to work at Ft, Wingate Ordiance
Depot and then transferred from thereto the Alr Force base
at Kirtland Air Force base and I was here in Albuqueruqe
since theNissesassovas

You were a soil conservationist on the Navajo Reservation,
What did your job consist of and tell us someting aobut it,

I worked for the Soil Conservation.s.ssl wan't a conservation=

ist8ssesssel traveled mostly the reservation areassssswWith
supplies of range riders and different projects that were
on the reservation,..they were building stock tanks all
over the place at the time, It was my job, as a truck
driver there at the duty thingsisessoo

What was your impression of the Navajo reservation during
those times, depression??

Well, some of the reservation I thought was very poor
land, but some of it,ssessis real good land and I imagine
all of it is good agriculture land if you can get the
water to it.seesl think that is the ting...they just
don't have the water in places that they should haves,ssss

Do you think the BIA or federal government should appro-
priate more money for irrigation projects on reservations?

Yes, I think they should,,ssss.they should be alot more
irrigation on the Navajo reservation there, or anywhere
in the southwest,,ssnot only on the Navajo reservation
but on some of the others,....of course some of these
Pueblos had quite a bit of water...s.ssand they have been
limited to their irrigation alsocs,.ssseBut the Navajo
land is very rich, I think, you can grow most anything
there if you can get the water to dtisessses

I guess on your opinion , how would you compare the Navajo
tribe then. as to what it is now?

Well, I think the Navajo tribe has come a long way in the
last twenty years.s.sssand when I first came out here and
what they are now..sssthey still have a long ways to go,
of course, but they have improved their reservation alot
and I think they still love the land, they still have not
given up the different things that I see going on, on the
reservation in them days and then back here in the last
year or so, I have seen a lot of improvement on the reser=-

vatioNssssssssssos
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Because the Pawnees alloted their lands, how do you feel
that the Navajos should deal with their reservation?

Oh, I don't knowsssssesdit is a pretty hard question to
answer, but with the Navajos and the reservation they
still have,ssstheir lands,se.ssand they still have alot
of their own traditons which is being lost in a lot of
the Plains tribess...sbecause of this allotment of land,
well, they not only lost their land, but are leaving
their tradtitions toOssssessos

What do you think of Red Power or militant Indians?

Well, BRI S Al Rt Srlavaie e Al o gOOd thingnaaocaif ‘they
go about it the right way, also I don'tlike the words
'Red Power', if they would coin it amother waysessssoa
another work for itsseseit seems as though they are
trying to take somebody else's word there and saying
"Red Power', it could be some other means of expression
theresss ssspower to put to use into publlcisecsas

What did you think of the NCAI convention?

Wellyssssssessthe NCAI sonvention, 1 think 18 good,; at
least, it gets several different tribesof Indians to=-
gether,,sses0ssand they express their views and things...
and it seems to me that leaning a little towards the

red side, the common s de, nevertheless they seem to be
doing pretty goodssssesand rather the United States govern=
mnet, know thatissesessssthe needs of the Indian people,
and their ways and views of thinking about different
things and the Indians do and the United Staste govern=
ment has donessessessosea

Did you ever participate in the Gallup Ceremonial? As a
dancer????

No, I have never participated there in GAllup, but my son
has participated there and also my son's mother, part-
icipated thet‘e. IEERE N

What do you think of the Gallup Ceremonial???

For the Anglo people, I think it is wonderful thing, a

way of that they can see alot of the dances and ceremonials
of the Indian people, For the Indian people themselves, I
don't think too much of itssssssit seems as though they

go to a lot of dances and they are forced to go out there
each year and then they get back and a lot of them have
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to pawn alot of their stuff and others their customs to
get back homessssssAnd being in town like that where al=
cohol beverages and drinks are available naturally, they
consume alot of itesssseBut if it is run some other place
where they can get a fair deal out of its.sssssl would be
all for it because it does show the people some of the
traditions and ceremonies of the Indian peoplessssses

Going back to the Navajo reservation when you worked
out there, how were you received being another Indian?

At first on the Navajo reservation, naturally 1 was
taken for a $anish oPsisssessssa Mexican but after the
Indians found out that I was Indian.sesssl was received
very well out there and still amssssssaes

When you went to Chillocco school, can you tell us some=
thing about that?

Well, when I went to school at Chillocco, it wasesesess
kind of military like,ssssssWe wWere up every moring long
about five, We had different chores to do and we did
driliing, military type of drilling, and each year they
had competitive drillings during their commencement week,
And as far as the school was concserned....we had our
academic work all day and then we wnet to the shop for

a half day and thenwessssssssgetting our book learning
as well as learning the tradesssssshad a very good trade
school there at Chillocco at that timessssswhich included
a lot of different trades, such as printing and black=
smithing and metal work, dairy, farming...s.and poultry
raising and I think it was a very good idea at the time,
We had teachers that were very conscientious in their
work, thre was a lot of them that stayed over hours to
help the Indian that was a slow learner, And, oh golly,
we were wellwdisciplined, we, at the time we thought
that we were kind of being abused, but we learned alot
of discipline there along with our studies and our shop
works, And when we left there, if we were no good in
book learning, we learned a trade anyhoWesessssoes

About the Pawnees again...,sswhere did the Pawnees get
war dancing from?

Well, the war dancing is something that they expressed or
used for the wvictory dance and also before they went on
the war pathssssessthe war dance that we have today is
more or less taking the old war dance and dressing it up
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a little where they have a real fast fancy dancing now,,,
and they learn that the turkey feathers and I think more
or less the feathers that they wear nowdays was brought
on mostly by the Anglo people that thought that Indians
should have feathers and they dressed accordingly.,*

What about other craftsss.sssewhat are some of the crafts
that Pawnees do????

Some of the crafts that the Pawnees do??
Yeahs s s

I believe most of their crafts rightnow are lost, but
at one time they did potterys.ssspottery work and bead
work and bead and ribbon work and feathers,sssasos

What about the Navajos since you worked out there,..,.do
they seemed to be ‘rtaining alot of their culture and
traditions or are they losing it too????

They are reataining alot of it, yes. .. .but within the
past ten years s ssthe Indian people, the younger Indian
people, have been losing alot. They are not participating
in the old traditons of the Navajos.s.ssand they have

gone off to school and they are losing it....andthat
thingsssesSome of these boys will go up to schools and
they will come back andthey don't care about going to

the Indian dances or ,esesss00ssparticipating in any

of the ceremoniessssss0f the Indians«.sssand would
rather,.ssg80 to the other dances.,..but after,..,while
these boys go back after they are 21 or 22 years old,

and want to pick up these tings againssssssBut they are

a little late because there are a lot of things that they
learned when they were young boys, or young ladies, and
they can't go back andpick up this because it is just
gradually slipping away from the Navajo's alsocsseesse

So do you think that school is the main result for this??

Nossssassl don't think that it 1ls actually the school, it
isy I would say more or less the intergration or asso=-
ciation with along with the Anglo and therefore they are
learning new ways of doing things«.sssand so forth and
naturally they would lose a lot of their Indian ways of
doing thingsessesea

So you think that American Indians should get more politically
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involved into the government?

Yes, I think that they should get more politically active
into the government, even their own....they would do this
I guess by associating more with polical bodies of the
community and began to study these different political
lives and they will find that they will learn alot more
the ways that the government is runs....sand we need more
Indian people in polotics anyhow,,,,,and so I think this
would be a good thing if alot of them would even study

that in thier schooliseasss

What do you think about the image that is portrayed on
movies and TV about Indians???

Well, the image that they have on there is alright to a
certain extent, but the thing of it is, they only show
one stde of it mostly and I know that people that put
out these pictures and so forth are not as ignorant as
some of the pictures shew, But I know that they are trying
to please the public, alot of the Anglos, especially
those around the east think that we all have feathers
and things.s,«.sand most Indians come on the screen with
feathers and so forth and instead of bringing them out
in their native costumes or their original costumes,
well, they don'tssssssesand that makes it bad,as well as,
not going into history and bringing out some of the
great battles that the Indians have won and have some of
the other chiefs that were great, like they keep the
Indian on the losing sidesssssves

Can you name some of the great Pawnee leaders?

Could I name some great Pawnees?

Yeahygsssso

Well, we have a few Of them ther‘e that WASsses606006a6000
Crooked Handssssss 0064

What did Crooked Hand do??

Crooked Hand was one of the chiefs there while the Pawnees
were still in Nebraska,..s he organized a bunch of the
women and children there to keep the place, the Sioux
fromcoming in and destroying our villages.....And then

we have Pitalesharo which is Man Chief and then we have
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Leading Fox, Morgan.sssssand several of the other big
chiefs, we havessssssbut I can't recall right NoWssseees

Qe What did Pitalerharo do?

A, Pitalesharo was a Mexiccan, Pitalesharo was, I guess the
one that made the Pawnee people realize that they shouldn't
sacrifice human peopleon the altar there,...sthat our
heavenly father didn't ask for that, at all,.....by bring-
ing this young girl off of the scapel and carrying off
to her peoplessssssonr s

Qs And how about, what did Leading Fox do??

A, Leading Fox was one of the organizers and had, well,
well governement, for the people there when they were
living in the villages there...ss.keep the people happy.

Q. About what date was that??

A, I, around 1800s' there, along the last part of the
1800's,s40000sbefore they moved into Oklahomasssses

Q. And why did the Pawnees move from Nebraska,.?
A, When did they move,,?

Q. WhYooonl?

A, WhysesesThis was when they set up the areas which is now
Oklahoma, when they set up the territory and all In-
dians were moved from different places into Oklahoma
theressssssthat landsissss s

e e e e e I R R R R R R ]

A, You aksed me what I thought about intermarriage be=
tween Pawnees and NavajosSs.seessl think it would be
a pretty good thing.s.sssbecause with the crude good=-
ness of the Navajo and the smooth intelligence of the

Pawnee, I think the off-springs would be very good,
alsocssssssruggedessases

e T T T R

Today is November lu4th, 1969 and I am interviewing a Nava-
jo student, Otoe=«Missouriissssssso

Q. The first question that I would like to ask you is,
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what did you think of the NCAI convention that was
held a couple of weeks ago? did you participate
in theNCAI convention?

No, I didn't, because of my studies here at the uni=-
versityssssesl was too involved in classes, work
activities, music which I intend to major in and it
takes quite a bit of my time,.s 4.

Do you have any opinions about the NCAI organization?

I really don't have any opinions about the organization
becatige I don't know too much &bout it,.,ss hedPdssses
not enough to form a opinion at all and I know that

the NCAI had a convention here recently,ssesess

Do you have any opinions about any other Indian or=-
ganizations like NIYC or United Native Amertcens??

No, I was going to say that I do not have any opinions
about any organizations because I am not familar with
these organizationSissssees

Do you think that Indians should join together in pro-
test movements??

I think that the Indias should band together for com-
mon purpose....however, I amnot too strong, I don't
feel too strong about pruposes I feel that the pur-
pose, should offer some good basic criticism, solutions
and this is something that I would like tosee done.,.,.
i the LUTOTe T s aia

Going back to the convention.....Ted Kennedy, Bruce

and Hickle and Agnew were there,,.,,sdo you have any
general or personal opinions ahout them, and do you

think that they are rally all helping the Indian pe=
Opleoonal?

From what I have heard from the students who have
attendedssssesI really don't know what to say, but
from the newspapers reports, I would rather pass this
question..........

What about within the state of New Mexico, do you
think that here are any people like Cargo or any
of the other senators athat are helping the Indian
peoplesssaas?
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Fromssesss¥es I think Senator Montoay has helped the
Indian people in the New Mexico and Arizona territory
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and I think that it is raelly something that we should

work with Mr, Montoya on this and in the senate he
has proposed and supported Indian bills which I like,

What news do you thinkssssssdo you think that Indians
should be more influentcial into the government and
how can they do this..,?

Yes, I think that the Indians should become more
active in the government because the government is
for the people and the Indians are peoplessssess

How do you think they can go about achieving this
voice in the governement?

I think that perhaps important Indian leaders would
probably be the best way.ssssalso writing to the
Congress mMeNassssso04

What do you think about Red Power?
I don't have any opinion...
What about militant Indians.s..

I pass on that question alsocsssss

Okay, do you think that Inians students are prepared
for college and universities, do you think that the
high schools prepared them enough for this??

No, I don't, especially on the Navajo reservation
which I am very familiar with..ss.¢if the boarding
schools there do not prepare the students,sssssThe
students cannot fit into college life as easy as
students attending public schools, they are offered
a variety of activities and a number of courses,ssse

Well, what is your dpinion of BIA schools, 1is 1t
good or badesssasia

I think it is improving and I think that they will
continure to improvessssss

Do you think that BIA schools should remain on the
vreservation,sss??2?
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Yes, sessssl think that the BIA schools should remain
on the reservation and I also think that they should

work closely with the state organizations, perhaps

in introducing public schools closer to the students

homesssss

Is, the criticism of BIA, the people havesaid that
BIA teahcers are ineffiecinet that they were a
bunch of old ladies, what do you feel about BIA,,,??

I think to be a teacher you have go to have your
proper education, but perhaps the criticism are
based on personal opinions and I would rather pass

on this questioNsssesss

What do you feel that the University of New Mexico
should do for the Indian students,,??

I think the Indian students should work with the
university officials and help establish tutorial
services for the Indian studenst that come unpre=
pared, this is giving the Indian students a chance

to help one another,sssses

Well, what about establishing an American Indian
studies here at the university,.,.??

I think that is a very fine thing to do, because
I feel that the American Indians are losing their
identity and I feel that this would help to restore

part of thlis,

And if we did have an American Indian studies, would
we offer a major and a minor in the way that this
would help to restore part of this,sssscsHow might
it be organized???

I would rather much pass on this question because I
am not too familiar with the Indian studies program,
however, I think that it would work very well either
as a major or a MinNoPessass s

What do you feel about the Kiva Club and it's part=
icipation at the university? What do you tkink the
Kiva Club is for,as far as it's involvement with

Indian students and trying to establish an American

Indian studies, ,s.?

24
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I think the Kiva Club has done a fine job because
at the meetings, it gives the other Indian students
a chance to meet with others, become acquaimed with
thelr backgrounds and in a sense, it is a melting
pot for the Indians.ssesbecause I feel that as a
group we would, the Indian students would receive a

little more recognization,....through the Kiva Club,.

What do you think aboutthe Gallup Ceremonial and I
guess in relationship to the three students who
were passing out literature at the Ceremonial
grounds and they had trouble with the Ceremonial
board association??

I would much rather pass on this question, on this
question, I have had very close relations with the
Ceremonial associatioNesese

Well, what is your opinion then?

The reason why I would rather pass on this question
is because of my relations with them, because of my
relations with the ceremonial association in which
I support and have supported and probably will con=
tinue to support, however, I do not wish to make
any statements on the Indians students because I
feel that they are Indians and I have a sense of
responsibility to them and their actionsssse.

Well, let me ask you another question,...do you
feel that the ceremonial itself takes advantage
or does exploit Indians??

No, I don't, because I think the Indians make it
what 1t i8ssses4

What do you feel about the Navajo Community College
out at Many FarmsS,ssssis it working or is itnot??

It is a very young organization and like any thing
like this, they go through a period of confusion
and I believe that it has got great possibilitiesssss

Do you think that other establishments like this,
there would or should be more of themMssssss?

Yesy, I dosssssssespecially on the Indian reservations,.
I feel that this gives students a much better atmos=
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What do you think about a corporation or industires on

the reservation, and say like Fairchild and General
Dynamics,sss??

This is on the Navajo reservation and I think it is
really good because of the economic value,provides
jobs for the people, However, in one of the estab=-
lishments on the reservations, I feel that perhaps
the Navajo tribe could gain more control perhaps by
buying stock in it.,..say, perhaps 51% where they
would control the markets there on the reservation,
and this would help to bringthe standards up.,,.on
the Navajo reservationeissess

Earlier, you stated that Indian students really
weren't prepared for college, especially the ones
that went to bearding schools as opposed to the ones
that went to public shcools, could you elaborate

on that a little more on what they are deficient

in...u?

I think the main thing here would be the language
courses,.sss8eems that on the Navajo reservation the
school impresses on the children that they need
English more than anything elsessesssAlso the math
department could be more.sssssextended and I think
that students should be able to fit into college
mathematics and the science department should also
be brought up.sssssshould be brought UpPsssess

On the ssss0s0440is there any other adjustment other
than academic that the Indian student has to make??

Yes, I believe a ,s4sssthey need some kind of social
background,sssssthere in the boarding school, student
are used to living in such a way that they have got
rules and regulations to go by at all times, but once
they get into college on campus they find that they
are on their own and perhaps if they are given move
freedom at the boarding school perhaps it would help.,

On the ceremonial againssss.sdo you feel that more
Indians should become more active in the ceremonial
associationss.s,ssbut they must join as a member and
there is a fee in jolning, After you join, it 4s
just like any other organization where you would

S
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run for a certain office and I do think that the
Indians are capable of doing thissseeass

YeSseasss

Is there anything that you would like to add to what
we have been talking aboutssss?

Yes, I would.ssssI think that in a bi=culture society,
I.sessthe Indian students should not forget their
heritage as I have found in many cases....sIndians,
Indian students tend to downgrade their 'various
tribesssssssel don't think that this is very good

and I think that all Indians, all people should be
proud of their hertiage, as I am of the Indians...

Bhe }ast question, I guess, is what do you plan to
do in the future, when you get out of school, or
what are your future plans.sees?

I am only beginning my college education, however,

I have a very strong business backgroiundsssse, how=
ever, I hope to use this as a support in case something
should happen or go wrong and I would have to go back
to my commercial course.sssesl am very interested in
the music profession particularly vocal and choral
musicssssessl intend to continue my eudcation here

at the university.sssssstudying vocal music,ssssand
perhaps going back on to the reservation and expose
this tpype of music facets to the wvarious Indian
studentssssses0ne more thing, I would like to add,

is that I am interested in working with young people,
especially children and I have had many experiences
working with children and I came to school because

I realized that I didn't have the education to work
with, for these problems especially the drop=-out
rates on the reservation....this .could be decreased
by more students with education going back to the
reservation to helpasssssssoasos

What do you feel about Raymond Nakai, do you think
that he is or not doing an efficient job for the
Navajo peoplessssss??

Well, personally, I am somewhat surprised at his re=
cent actions and how he carries on and something I
read quite interesting, sometime ago, a cartoon or
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something inserted in one of the newspapers, back
where a dog is taken and fatten and afterwords he
turns on his master,.,,and I feel that tat is what

Mr, Nakai has done and I feel that perhaps that the
students now, the mogdern students are ready to combat
this problem and I feel that there is a change

going onN.ssese on the reservation and we need some=
one youngs.ssssesewith a better education to work

with these problems, ,.. going into further details

on this I feel that the students now, the Indian
students criticize the governments on the reservations,
yet they have no intentions of going back and help=-
ing themssssel think the Indian students are the
people who sit off the reservation and criticize

the government and various actions..s.s.that arve
going on,on the reservations.s.. I think that they
should go back and héalp peple instead of just crit=-
icizing.....a...o.a

THE ENDssvs s
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